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PROCEEDI NGS

MS. BREHMER: Hi. This is Carol.

MR. TYRRELL: Good afternoon. | have a
t ape recorder running, so that you know right away.

And -- and | obtained perm ssion fromyour -- from
your husband to tape record his conversation. |
would like to get the same permi ssion fromyou to
t ape record our conversation?

MS. BREHMER: Yes, that's all right --

(i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. And | will send you a
copy of the tape.

MS. BREHMER: Ckay.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. | was wondering if you
could start with when you first arrived at the
submari ne base in Pearl Harbor and just start
telling nme what your -- your visit was |like and what
you did and what you were told. [1'Il try not to
i nterrupt you unnecessarily.

MS. BREHMER: COkay. | guess we arrived
there at about 7:00, 7:30. And the |ady who was in
charge of -- (inaudible) -- she met us in the
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parking lot. W followed her over to the -- where

t he submari ne was. And she got out of the car and

we went over and -- (inaudible) -- we could see the
submarine, and we net the crew

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MS. BREHMER: Part of the crew. Mt the
captain -- (inaudible) other crewrenbers-- and chi ef
of staff. And they just welconed us. And at that
point we were invited onto the submarine and went
directly down into the submari ne.

And -- first started out in the nmess. And
| remenmber they showed us a few slides, talked a
little bit about the submarine and passed out sone
packets.

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MS. BREHMER: And just reviewed a little
bit about what we would see. And then the next
thing I remenmber is we all went up on the submarine
agai n-- (i naudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MS. BREHMER: | don't know. It may have
been an hour that passed by then or 45 m nutes.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: And we put on life jackets

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



and went up on the deck area -- | guess the deck
area. |'mnot sure what you call that.

MR. TYRRELL: On the outside?

MS. BREHMER: On the outside.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: And --

MR. TYRRELL: On the open deck?

MS. BREHMER: On the open deck

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: And -- (inaudible) -- there
was a diver there to help us in case we fell in, but
it was pretty -- the surface was not very slippery.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: That's -- we just were able
to | ook out at Pear| Harbor, take pictures and do
what ever, call friends if we wanted to. W were up
there for at |east 30 m nutes.

And then we went back down. And | think we
were back down in the ness again. And then shortly
after that there was four of us that were invited to
go up on the very top, the sail or the --

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Up on the conning
t ower ?

MS. BREHMER: The tower.
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MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MS. BREHMER: And were -- that was Jay and
| and John Hall. And we put our -- the gear on --
harness that we needed for safety. They assisted us
in putting that on, and we clinmbed up there. W
were up there for at |east a good 20, 25 m nutes.
Visited with the captain, took pictures. It was a
great view. And then | think |I was the first one to
go back down.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Where did you go when

you went back down?

MS. BREHMER: |'m assunm ng we went back to
the ness 'cause -- (inaudible). And then I think
after that those of us that were -- they were only

taking a fewup at a time. So those of us that were
left went on -- we started on a tour. So -- we went
down in the torpedo room

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MS. BREHMER: And they tal ked to us for
quite a while down there, and that's when | started
to get seasick down there.

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MS. BREHMER: And as we were | eaving that |
told the guy that was giving us the tour --
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(i naudi ble) -- | needed to lay down -- (inaudible) -
- something to help get through the sickness. And
they took me into the -- not the commander's office
but | guess the co-commmander, the guy that's next --
Pfeiffer's his nane.

MR. TYRRELL: Right.

MS. BREHMER: He took nme into his cabin and

-- and let me lay down in there. And | believe I
took a Dramam ne. They brought ne crackers and
water. And they said that -- you know, |I'd be --
feel much better by |aying down, and that was true.

And they said once that we dive down it'll be much
better. We're -- we're on the surface still.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: And so | just laid down in
there. | think it was at |east an hour. They kept
checking on nme, making sure | was okay. And | know
t he doctor that was on board came in several tines.

And | -- once they went -- | could hear 'em
saying, "Dive, dive," and | knew that we were going
down. | was okay after that.

And | came out -- or | found sonebody and I
said | needed to catch up with the group. And they
took me to into the sonar room which was | think
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right there on the sanme |evel -- (inaudible) --
around the corner and nmet up with Jay again. And
there was a few other people in there but | don't
remenmber who. Two or three other people in there
that were with our group. And then there -- | know
there was two people at the sonar screen and then
there was at | east two other gentlenen in there also
t hat were standing.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: One went to lunch, | know, at

one point -- (inaudible).
And then -- and | renenber we saw the -- we
heard the whal es on the sonar. | know t hat sone

peopl e had been in there for a while. So | was only
t here probably for about 15 m nutes.

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MS. BREHMER: And then | think at that
point we went into the control room | think that
m ght have been the first tine | was in there. And
we were allowed to | ook at -- (inaudible) outta the-
- periscope, and | think that was Pfeiffer that was
in there with us. Had a conversation with him and
just -- we just stood in there for a while. That
was the only thing that | remenber actually
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physi cally touching or | ooking into.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. So -- so the subnarine
was at periscope depth at that point?

MS. BREHMER: | -- | assune.

MR. TYRRELL: ' Cause you could | ook out --

MS. BREHMER: Yeah, it had to have been.
Yeah, 'cause | could |look out. And we did see a
vessel out there that we focused on.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. This was before |unch?

MS. BREHMER: Right. There -- | think
there was a group eating lunch at that point and we
were the last group-- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. So the only thing you
did is ook into the periscope, is that correct?

MS. BREHMER: Ri ght.

MR. TYRRELL: At this tinme?

MS. BREHMER: | renmenber seeing the flat
screen -- (inaudible) -- other people.
MR. TYRRELL: Okay. After -- after that

what did you do?

MS. BREHMER: | think we went and ate
[ unch.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: And we went up to the --
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(i naudi bl e) -- commander's dining roomto have
[ unch.
MR. TYRRELL: And after lunch -- in light
of your seasickness did you --
MS. BREHMER: Yeah.
MR. TYRRELL: -- did you have a good | unch?
MS. BREHMER: Yeah, it was a very nice

[ unch.

MR. TYRRELL: Good.

MS. BREHMER: | was feeling pretty good.

MR. TYRRELL: Good. After lunch what did
you do?

MS. BREHMER: We went down to the torpedo
room

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MS. BREHMER: And -- which | didn't really
want to do again, but | was fine. | went down there
again and they showed us how to -- how t hey put,

guess, torpedoes in there and what |evers they push
and the pressure that was used to shoot the -- it
was too technical for nme to, you know, repeat al
the details. But sone people were allowed to
actually touch the levers. And | did at one point
put on a suit and crawm up into the tube--
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(i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: ©h, you did?

MS. BREHMER: But | didn't go all the way
down. It was too far down.

(Pause)

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. After you got through

with the -- in the torpedo room where did you go?
MS. BREHMER: | think that's when we went
back up to -- | think that's when we all met back up

in the control room

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. And what was goi ng on
in the control room when you got there?

MS. BREHMER: | just remenber going in and
finding a -- | just found a seat in there.

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MS. BREHMER: (I naudi ble) -- ended up
sitting.

MR. TYRRELL: Were you sitting in a chair?

MS. BREHMER: It was a bench. It had a pad
on it and | know it was on rollers.

MR. TYRRELL: \Where about -- can -- can you
descri be where about it was |ocated?

MS. BREHMER: Yes, | was standing -- if
you're facing the front -- (inaudible) -the
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conmander standing in the mddle facing forward, |
was on the left. | was right in front of Jay --
(i naudi bl ) he-- was standing. | was sitting.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: And we --(inaudible) -- |
don't renenber -- (inaudible) -- | remenber there
was a pole right there and that | held onto it.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. What was goi ng on at

that time in the control roonf

MS. BREHMER: | sat -- what | renenber is
we started doing the -- sone maneuvers --
(i naudi bl e).

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hrm

MS. BREHMER: | didn't understand --
(i naudi ble) -- | remenber hearing -- (inaudible) --
you know, 30 degrees -- (inaudible) -- 30 degrees.
And | was | ooking at the gauges but | -- | just

remenmber goi ng up and down and over to the side and
back. | know that doesn't sound very technical, but

MR. TYRRELL: Well, you're doing fine.

MS. BREHMER: That's -- | guess | didn't
know what to expect and that's what | renmenber.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. At that tinme were al
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of the maneuvers bei ng executed only by Navy

per sonnel

of thenf

MS. BREHMER

or were sonme of the guests al so doing sone

The only time | renenber

seei ng guests do sonething was blow ng the horn --

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MS. BREHMER: -- through the bull horn --
(i naudi ble) -- and he was, | think, one --
(i naudi bl e) -- one person -- (inaudible) -- | was
right there. And then |I saw John -- (inaudible) --
count to 10 — pull sonme levers (inaudible) -- there
was sonebody -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: That was right before the
acci dent ?

MS. BREHMER:  Yes.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: And that -- that was all that
| saw -- (i naudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: Did you see -- was that John
Hal | ?

MS. BREHMER: Ri ght.

MR. TYRRELL: Did you see him being

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

13

instructed before he actually did it? D d you see
any Navy people giving himinstructions what he was
supposed to do?

MS. BREHMER: No, | didn't -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: | just renmenber there was
sonebody right there and he either had his hand on
t heir hand or vice versa.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: It was -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: \When the -- when that
maneuver took place, can you tell ne what happened
after -- fromthe tine that that maneuver started
until you left the control roonf

MS. BREHMER: It all happened pretty fast.

| know at one point -- | think that is when we
started to go up.

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MS. BREHMER: And | know that | did see a
crew menber get on the periscope at |east two or
three tinmes. He went around.

MR. TYRRELL: Mm hmm

MS. BREHMER: | don't know what his nane
was. | know | saw the commander -- (i naudible) --
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remenmber vividly watching himgo around. And | did
| ook at the flat screen at one point during that
time —-to see what they were - (inaudible). | know I
-- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Was this before or after M.
Hal | nmoved the |evers?

MS. BREHMER: That -- | think that was
after, but -- (inaudible). |'mnot positive.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Okay. Did you -- did
you hear any -- any |oud noise or feel any sensation
during this maneuver?

MS. BREHMER:  Yes.

MR. TYRRELL: COkay. Describe that to ne?

MS. BREHMER: | guess it -- | would call it
a | oud bang.

MR. TYRRELL: uh huh. Was there one, two,

t hree?

MS. BREHMER: | just renember one.

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: (I naudible) -- definitely
knew it wasn't -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. Wat was his gut
reaction?

MS. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) -- what the hel
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was that — real |oud (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Did anybody reply to that
guestion?

MS. BREHMER: | don't -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Okay. And what happened to -
- to you and the other guests at that point?

MS. BREHMER: | remenber we were -- we all

ki nd of

| ooked at each ot her, and |

escorted out

The hal | ways were narrow.

into the ness.

MR. TYRRELL: Okay.

guess we were

- (inaudible) -- trying to stay clear.

the video display in the ness --

And we were escorted

Were you | ooki ng at

me what you saw?

MS. BREHMER:  Yes.

MR. TYRRELL: -- when you got there?

MS. BREHMER:  Yes.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Tell

MS. BREHMER: | saw a boat on there and it
| ooked like it was -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Did it |ook simlar

to the

boat that you had previously seen in the periscope?

smal | er.

MS. BREHMER: No -- (i naudi bl e)

MR. TYRRELL:
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BREHIVER: The -- the one on the screen.
TYRRELL: The one --

I

BREHVER: VWhen | was in the ness.

MR. TYRRELL: ©h, okay. Okay. How |long
were you in the -- in the ness at this time?

MS. BREHMER: Not very |ong. Probably

about, you know, five m nutes at the nost.

3

TYRRELL: Okay. \Where did you go next?

3

BREHMVER: We went down to the torpedo
room

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: We saw the -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Did you hear any
announcenents over the | oudspeaker system after the
accident relating to the accident?

MS. BREHMER: The one | renenber was the
captain telling the crew to relax, cal mdown, do
what they were trained to do. |'m paraphrasi ng what
he sai d.

MR. TYRRELL: Uh huh.

MS. BREHMER: (I naudible) -- but I don't --
| really don't renmenber -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. We have been told --
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we were informed by sonebody that there -- that the
Navy may have served al cohol to the guests, and can
you tell ne whether that -- that was a true or false
st at enent ?

MS. BREHMER: That was fal se.

MR. TYRRELL: OCkay. Did any one of the
guests, to your know edge, bring any al cohol aboard
t he submari ne?

MS. BREHMER:  No.

MR. TYRRELL: | have to -- | had to ask
MS. BREHMER: Yeah -- (inaudible).
MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.
MS. BREHMER: It woul d have hel ped- -
(i naudi bl e).

(Laught er)

MR. TYRRELL: Is there -- is there anything
el se about this incident that | -- that you haven't
told me that you think m ght be inmportant to our
i nvestigation?

MS. BREHMER: |'d say that how nmuch the
crewdid to try to help fromwhat we could see. You
know, we were down in the torpedo room --

(i naudi ble) -- we knew that -- (inaudible) -- people
cone down -- (inaudible).
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MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.

MS. BREHMER: And they -- they were al
very hel pful -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: If you think of -- of
anything el se over the next -- at any tine, could
you call ne and |let ne know what that is?

MS. BREHMER:  Sure.

MR. TYRRELL: That would be great. 1'd
like to thank you and your husband for taking the
time out of your day to talk to ne. And it's been
very hel pful and very informative.

Do you have any questions you'd like to ask

me about NTSB or -- or anything else before |I sign
of f?

MS. BREHMER: | guess ny only question
woul d be the rel ease of our names -- (inaudible).

MR. TYRRELL: Well, the Navy -- that's --
we got your nanes from the Navy.

MS. BREHMER: Ri ght.

MR. TYRRELL: Any request that we get for -
- to release names we're going to direct back to the
Navy.

MS. BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) .

MR. TYRRELL: And so we -- we don't intend
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MS. BREHMER: Ckay.

MR. TYRRELL: But what the Navy does |
don't know.

MS. BREHMER: COkay. (Ilnaudible) -- | know
they're going to cone out. | just --

MR. TYRRELL: Well, eventually.

MS. BREHMER: We know t hat .

MR. TYRRELL: Well, | haven't been -- at
this point in time | have not --

MS. BREHMER: Ckay.

MR. TYRRELL: -- been told that we are

going to rel ease any nanes.

You know, | -- | --

nobody has told nme that, so.

MS. BREHMER: Ckay.

MR. TYRRELL: This is news.

MS. BREHMER: Ckay. But --

MS. BREHMER:  Well, --

MR. TYRRELL: -- |I'mhearing a |ot of new
stuff every day, you know.

MS. BREHMER: Right. Right. Okay.

MR. TYRRELL: All right.

MS. BREHMER: | don't have any ot her

guesti ons.
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t hank you -

MR. TYRRELL: Ckay.
BREHMER: (I naudi bl e) -- you.
MR. TYRRELL: Al right. Well,
MS. BREHMER: Ckay.
MR. TYRRELL: -- very nuch.
MS. BREHMER: Thank you
MR. TYRRELL: Right. Bye-bye.
MS. BREHMER: Bye.
(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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